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touch with the work of the League of Nations. At Sefior Buero's
request the Secretariat of the League of Nations had prepared a
memorandum on the activities of the League in connexion with
questions which were on the agenda for the Pan-American Conference.
This memorandum, which was presented to the Montevideo Con-
ference by a Uruguayan member of the League Secretariat, laid
special stress on the League's work for the preservation of peace, and
the efforts which had been made to promote a settlement of the dis-
putes between Bolivia and Paraguay and between Colombia and
Peru were described at some length—the delay which had occurred in
the Chaco case owing to the activities of other agencies being pointed
out. The memorandum was therefore interpreted—and resented—in
some quarters as an attempt to induce the American nations to
resign to the League of Nations the leadership in the organization of
peace in the New World as well as in the Old World. In these cir-
cumstances, the suggestion that the League, as well as Spain and
Portugal, should be represented at the Conference by an observer,
met with considerable opposition. Mr. Cordell Hull criticized the
proposal for admitting non-American representatives, on the ground
that the value of the Pan-American Union as a regional organization
might be diminished if it entered prematurely into relations with
European and world organizations,1 and on his initiative the whole
question was deferred until the next session of the Conference. On
the 16th December the seventh Conference resolved to entrust to
the eighth Conference 'the determination of the principles that must
guide the admission of observers of organizations of non-American
states to the International Conferences of American States, as well
as of their character and prerogatives'. The eighth Conference was
also to be invited to study (methods of co-operation with other parts
of the World by the Pan-American Organization'.
After the opening meeting the work of the Conference was allocated
among ten committees, and these committees in turn appointed nearly
thirty sub-committees to deal with specific questions.2 The most
important committees were those which dealt with the organization
of peace; with questions of international law ;3 and with economic
1	Mr. Hull also pointed out that if Spain and Portugal were admitted as the
mother-countries of the Latin-American states, Prance might claim the right
to admission as the mother-country of Haiti and Great Britain as the mother-
country of the United States.
2	The meetings of the committees were open to the public, but the sub-
committees met in private.
3	It was this committee, and its sub-committee on the rights and duties of
states, which dealt with the question of intervention.

